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Media consolidation changes jobs 
Should aspiring media journalists be worried? 
 
SALT LAKE CITY—Jobs in media and journalism may be on the downturn. Advances in 
technology have made it easier for fewer people to do the work that previously took 
many.  
  
David Self Newlin of KSL.com visited with a news writing class at the University of Utah 
last Monday. Newlin held an open discussion concerning changes in the journalism job 
description and shifts in the news media.  
  
Newlin began his career as an intern for KSL.com and quickly became the content 
manager of the website; a job that includes many different aspects of the news industry.  
  
“I am an editor, reporter, video editor, photographer, photo editor and a programmer, all 
at once,” Newlin says.  
  
 KSL.com combines everything from all of the combined outlets and presents it online on 
one page. Newlin’s job is to “…take the news stories from all those different platforms, 
combine them, and figure out which stories will be on the page.” 
  
Newlin’s position is a result of Deseret News Media’s consolidation and convergence. In 
an effort to cut costs while improving readership, Deseret News Media combined all 
outlets and increased their web presence. 
  
Deseret News Media wasn’t the first to consolidate and definitely won’t be the last. 
Several news groups have converged their outlets, and have made information from all 
of those outlets available online.  
 
More skills are now necessary to become part of the media industry, which may present 
a problem for students who aspire to work in the field.  
 
Newlin also discussed with the class problems that arise from media convergence.  
 
“Journalism is about making secrets that people don’t want to be known, known,” Newlin 
said. “Concentrating media limits resources so investigative reporting isn’t practical.” 
 
Newlin mentioned that his dream job would be in investigative reporting, an aspect of 
journalism that is hard to find when media outlets converge.  
	  


